
Prejudice, Discrimination and 
Freedom



For your RE mocks, you should 
read through the following PPT 
on your first two ethics units, 

along with recapping the biblical 
stories. 

I shall prepare a more comprehensive revision timetable for you running 
from Christmas holidays to Easter with practice questions.



Prejudice – holding a belief or attitude that is biased against a certain 
group of people with little or no evidence. Prejudice often leads to 
discrimination. 

Discrimination – Treating a person or group badly based on prejudice. 

Together, both the above have caused great suffering, loss of human 
dignity and violation of human rights.



Causes of prejudice

The following elements all combine to create one’s attitude to other people:

• Upbringing
• Culture
• Religion
• Political beliefs
• Class

Often being aware of one’s prejudices and making sure they are not used to 
discriminate against other people is enough. 



Causes of prejudice
However, there are factors that can escalate a person’s 
prejudices and create social tensions and sometimes violence. 

• Threat –feeling threatened by the loss of jobs, homes and way 
of life caused by outsiders such as immigrants.

• Fear – irrational fear of behaviours that differ from one’s own 
culture, customs, race, gender, sexuality. This kind of fear is a 
phobia. Xenophobia = fear of foreigners. Homophobia = fear of 
LGBTQA+.

• Ideology – thinking that only one’s own political, philosophical 
or religious view is right. 



Example of threat – the first cause of 
prejudice

• In April 2017, UKIP leader Paul 
Nuttall said “If CCTV is to be 
effective, in an age of 
heightened terror, you need to 
see people’s faces.” 

• This shows that he feels 
threatened by women who 
wear burqas even though only 
8% of terror arrests are 
women. 



Example of Xenophobia (fear) – the second 
cause of prejudice

• Researchers conducted a study led by the University of 
Strathclyde, between October 2016 and May 2018. They 
surveyed more than 1,000 students aged between 12 
and 18 in England and Scotland. The pupils were mainly 
from Poland, Romania and Lithuania, and had lived in 
the UK for at least three years.

• One pupil told researchers: “At my last school someone 
made xenophobic comments about my nationality and 
tried to burn my hair. Last year, in my current school, a 
group followed me around chanting ‘Ukip’ and that I 
should “Go back to your country.”

• Another said: “I was bullied from the age of six to the 
age of 12. I had rocks thrown at me, vile rumours spread 
about me, my possessions stolen – I was mocked and 
verbally abused simply because I’m Polish.”



Example of homophobia (fear) – the second 
cause of prejudice

• Jody Dobrowski was beaten to death on 
14th October 2005 on Clapham Common 
in London by two men who perceived him 
as being gay

• Thomas Pickford and Scott Walker were 
given life sentences in what was described 
as a 'homophobic murder' in June 2006.

• This was the first prosecution in England 
and Wales of its nature and helped the 
courts impose tougher sentences for 
offenses motivated by the victim's sexual 
orientation, in this case a minimum of 30 
years in prison



Example of ideology (the third cause of 
prejudice)

• The holocaust is an example of ideology 
that led to extreme racism. The holocaust 
was the systematic extermination of the 
Jews by the Nazis in the Second World 
War (1939-1945).

• The Nazis believed they should ‘cleanse’ 
society of Jews whom they blamed for 
Germany’s lack of economic success. 

• From 1942 onwards, Jews were 
transported to concentration camps and 
then executed. 



Example of Prejudice – Amadou Diallo

• On 4th February 1999 a 23-year-old black 
immigrant named Amadou Diallo was shot 
and killed by four New York City police officer 
after they mistook him for a rape suspect 
from one year earlier. Diallo was not armed.

• The officers fired a combined total of 41 
shots, 19 of which struck Diallo, outside his 
apartment in the Bronx. 

• The four policemen were charged with 
second-degree murder but found not guilty. 

• Public outrage from within and outside New 
York erupted as people thought it was racist 
of the policemen to act like they did.



How is prejudice seen in society?
When prejudice is deep rooted in society, it not only 
causes social tensions but also leads to:

• Violence – murder, assaults, abusive language, 
damaging property.

• Unfair employment and earnings – unequal pay, 
lack of employment interviews, not allowing 
certain people to be promoted.

• Poor housing and living conditions – being offered 
inferior accommodation, living in overcrowded 
homes and in deprived areas.

• Inferior education – low expectations for children 
from a certain class or ethnic background. 



Example: Prejudice in society leading to murder

George Floyd did not get what he deserved. 

• On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a 46 year old black 
man died in Minnesota after Derek Chauvin, a white 
police officer, pressed his knee to Floyd's neck for 
almost 9 minutes while Floyd was handcuffed face 
down in the street saying, “I can’t breathe”. 

• Floyd was arrested on suspicion of paying in a shop 
with a counterfeit $20 bill.

• An ambulance was called at the scene. Floyd had 
gone into full cardiac arrest and was pronounced 
dead at a nearby hospital.



Example: The consequences of prejudice and 
discrimination in society

Derek Chauvin – the police officer who 
knelt on George Floyd’s neck for 
nearly 9 minutes which led to his 
death is now in jail serving a life 
sentence. 



Example of prejudice and 
libel

• The BBC has apologised for failing to warn the 
Duke and Duchess of Sussex before 
broadcasting and publishing online an image 
from a neo-Nazi social media group depicted a 
collage which included blood splatter and a 
swastika, and was captioned: “See ya later race 
traitor. #racetraitor.”

• Michal Szewczuk, 19, from Leeds, who created 
the image, was sentenced to four years and 
three months in a young offender institution, 
after pleading guilty to two counts of 
encouraging terrorism and five counts of 
possession of terrorist material, including the 
White Resister Manual and an al-Qaida training 
manual.

• Szewczuk was jailed for four years and three 
months while Dunn-Koczorowski was sentenced 
to 18 months in prison.

• Oskar Dunn-Koczorowski, 18, from Chiswick, 
west London, who admitted two counts of 
encouraging terrorism, was sentenced to an 18-
month detention and training order.



Stephen Lawrence

Stephen Lawrence was a black British eighteen-year-old 
from Plumstead, south east London. He excelled at 
running and studying technology, English and Physics at 
school. He hoped to become an architect. 

On 22nd April 1993, he was travelling home late with a 
friend, Duwayne Brooks, when they were surrounded by 
five or six white youths. Duwayne reported that they 
said a racist comment to Stephen before forcing him to 
the ground and fatally stabbing him twice. Stephen and 
Duwayne tried to run but Stephan collapsed. An 
ambulance was called but Stephen was already dead.

Although many locals came 
forward with information about 
possible suspects and eye 
witnesses said it was an 
unprovoked attack, the police did 
not make any arrests until two 
weeks later. The suspects were 
well known to the police for their 
violence and criminal activity.
Later it emerged that the lead 
investigator had failed to arrest 
the suspects because he didn’t 
know the law of reasonable 
suspicion. Then, when the arrests 
and charges of murder were 
finally made, the charges were 
rejected by court because of 
insufficient evidence to convict. 



Stephen Lawrence
However, in 1997 the Daily Mail decided something had to be 
done and ran a headline that accused the five suspects of being 
the murderers. The public were outraged that Stephen’s killer 
shad not been brought to justice. 

The Home Secretary commissioned Sir William Macpherson to 
carry out a report on the handling of the case. 

The Macpherson Report (1999) revealed serious flaws in the 
police’s routine processes and their handling of evidence; some 
police officers had deliberately withheld crucial evidence. The 
motivation appeared to be racist. 

In 2013, this was confirmed when a former undercover police officer revealed that he was often put under 
considerable pressure to undermine the credibility of the Lawrence family’s campaign. 

In 2006, the BBC broadcast a documentary that raised new questions about the Lawrence case and in 2011 
two of the suspects were arrested based on new forensic evidence which showed they had traces of 
Stephen’s DNA and hair on their clothing. They were convicted of murder and given life imprisonments in 
2012.



Institutionalised discrimination
• Institutionalised discrimination occurs when 

individuals are unknowingly biased against a 
certain group because of the way society or an 
institution has conditioned them to think. 

• Institutions include the police, army, school.

The Macpherson Report  has been called ‘one of 
the most important moments in modern British 
history of criminal justice in Britain’. It has changed 
attitudes to racism and to institutions such as the 
police. It instigated changes in the law to tackle 
institutionalised prejudice and discrimination in 
many different areas of British life.

Institutionalised discrimination means that 
structures of society make it impossible for there 
to be true equality between races, classes and 
sexes. As in all forms of social prejudice and 
discrimination, what is at stake is the loss of 
individual freedom and happiness. 



The Macpherson Report
• In July 1997, more than four years after Stephen Lawrence was 

murdered by a group of white youths, the home secretary Jack 
Straw announced the establishment of an inquiry into his death.

• Sir William Macpherson, a retired high court judge and former 
soldier, was the chair of this enquiry and other important people 
helped. 

• The Macpherson Report ended up being a 350 page report which 
said that the investigation into Stephen Lawrence’s murder was 
not carried out properly because of institutional racism in the 
police force. Specific officers in the Metropolitan police were 
named and the entire force was criticised.

• A total of 70 recommendations were made in the report 
including a “zero tolerance” for racism in society. 

• 67 out of the 70 recommendations were acted on by the 
government include getting rid of the “double jeopardy rule” 
which stated that people could not be tried for the same crime 
twice. This eventually led to the conviction of Gary Dobson and 
David Norris for Stephen Lawrence’s murder in 2012. 



Examples of libel• Australian-born actress Rebel Wilson 
brought an action against the 
publishers of the Women’s Day 
magazine who had claimed Wilson 
lied about her name, age, upbringing 
and life events. She won her case 
and was awarded over $4 million in 
compensation.

• In October 2019, the Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex 
began legal action against 
the Mail on Sunday for 
unlawfully publishing a 
private letter sent to her 
estranged father, Thomas 
Markel.



Freedom



What did the 
philosophers think?



John Stuart Mill

• Mill’s liberty principle stated that each individual 
should be the ruler or ‘sovereign’ of his or her 
body and mind. 

• Mill also argued that we value freedom because 
each person is the best judge of his or her life and 
as we are all different, society should give us the 
maximum amount of freedom so we can choose 
to live as we wish.

• Mill’s realised the liberty principle would have to 
be modified to stop people causing harm to 
others. This was expressed in Mill’s Harm Theory –
the only reason when someone’s freedom should 
be limited is to prevent them causing harm to 
others. 



Socrates
• Socrates taught the young men in Athens to 

question things for themselves. He did not 
want them to just accept the way things 
were if they didn’t agree.

• As a result he was regarded as a dangerous 
trouble maker and sentenced to death. 

• Socrates thought that without freedom of 
speech, democracy would not function 
because nobody would be able to express 
their views openly and debate or defend 
them .



Thomas Hobbes

• Freedom is great but security is better.
• If a society has unlimited freedom, there 

won’t be anything stopping someone 
behaviour immorally e.g. murdering 
someone else. Therefore everyone would 
become paranoid and wary in society, 
often killing before they can be killed. This 
would make life miserable, short and not at 
all enjoyable. 

• Hobbes says that even if a government 
rules with an iron fist, it is better than total 
freedom and anarchy. 



• Freedom of speech is necessary for a democratic society to flourish. 
• However, there are limits on what people may say about each other. 

For example slander and libel. 
• Slander is speaking untruths about someone which causes that person 

harm. This is a crime and punishable by law.
• Libel is writing untruths about someone which causes them harm. This 

is also a crime and punishable by law. 
• A liberal society is often judged by the amount of freedom the press 

have in newspapers, television, radio and the internet. People are free 
to make comments about the government or public figures.

• Freedom of speech is also known as ‘freedom of expression’.  



Challenges to freedom of speech

• The biggest challenge to freedom of speech and freedom of the press 
is the internet. This is because it is hard and sometimes impossible to 
track down the author of a libellous blog or website. In the past, this 
was easier as it could be traced back to the authors of television and 
newspaper articles. 



President Assad of Syria –abuse of freedom of speech

• In the July 2000 Assad was confirmed 
president with 97% of the vote.  

• This was because he promised things that 
appealed to the Syrian people e.g. to 
modernise the economy, fight corruption and 
give people freedom of speech. 

• He released many people who had been put 
in prison for disagreeing with the 
government and allowed independent 
newspapers to be published. 

• He did these things to gain people’s votes. 
Once in power, he made things worse than 
they ever had been.



• In 2001, several powerful opposition figures were arrested so 
that Asaad could have complete control and no other politicians 
could influence the public.

• Limitations were again put on the newspapers about what they 
could and couldn’t print – no freedom of the press / no 
freedom of speech).

• People who rose up against Assad and his government or 
protested against his policies were arrested. 

• In the 2007 referendum, Assad was kept in power with another 
97% of the vote. People were scared to oppose him and the 
government. 

• Soldiers with weaponry were sent into towns and cities. Assad 
said that they were fighting criminal gangs and that only a crazy 
person would kill his own people, but the fact was that they 
were killing anyone who protested. 

• Opposition supporters began to take up arms to defend 
themselves and the conflict left over 200,000 people dead. 70% 
of hospitals were destroyed.

Freedom of expression is a fundamental human right, isn’t it?
And now imagine being arrested, tortured and detained for years, 
simply for this. For the people of Syria, such brutality is part and 
parcel of the Assad regime.

Over 95,000 Syrians have ‘disappeared’ since March 2011 
according to Syrian civil society organisations, of which more than 
80,000 are estimated to have been forcibly disappeared (killed) by 
the Syrian regime. The overwhelming majority of these people 
have been regular, everyday citizens. Many of them have died as a 
result of torture.



Freedom of Action
• Freedom of expression is not just the freedom to say your 

opinion but also to have the opportunity to perform actions 
freely. 

• It is not enough to just say what you think if you then do not 
have the means to express this through action. 

• However, there are some limits which are often hard to define. 
Parents allow less freedom of action to their children when they 
are young – babies and toddlers – as they do not understand 
that the consequences of their actions may hurt themselves or 
someone else. 

• The very old in care homes, those with disabilities or mental 
health problems must sometimes have their freedom of action 
restricted to prevent them causing harm to themselves or 
others. This is known as intervention and can involve the carer 
using physical restraint against them if necessary. This should 
however, only ever be the last resort. 



The Stasi
Example of freedom being   

taken away

• From 1953 to 1989, the Stasi were an 
organisation of secret police in East Germany 
who would monitor anyone thought to oppose 
the communist state.  They invaded the privacy 
of the population by investigating every aspect 
of daily life, including intimate personal and 
family relationships. 

• Along with these official Stasi members, there 
were also unofficial collaborators, who spied on 
colleagues, friends, neighbours, and even family 
members. 

• By 1989 the Stasi relied on 500,000 to 2,000,000 
collaborators as well as 100,000 regular 
employees. It maintained files on approximately 
6,000,000 East German citizens—more than 
one-third of the population.

• The Stasi became known for kidnapping former 
East German officials who had fled the country; 
many of those who were forcibly returned were 
executed. They also arrested, imprisoned, 
tortured or killed people they thought were a 
threat.



• Freedom of belief is also known as intellectual freedom. It allows a 
person to develop their own religious, political and moral values.

• In a multicultural society this is very important as it allows everyone 
to live the kinds of lives they value and to accept that there will be 
differences of views and opinions. 



Freedom
Advantages

• Freedom of speech - People can freely 
express their opinions in public and 
debate ideas without fear of 
consequences in a democratic society.

• Freedom of action – a great platform 
for expressing one’s political views. In 
a democracy people can gather, have 
meetings, conduct marches, strike 
and make public protests against the 
government. E.G. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

• Freedom of belief – allows for open 
and honest debate. This is useful in 
political, schools and universities so 
people can explore and analyse ideas 
without being told what to believe. 

Disadvantages
• Unlimited freedom of speech could lead 

to someone getting hurt – physically or 
psychologically as a result of someone 
saying something that could incite 
violence. 

• Freedom of action – some governments 
are not democratic and therefore limit 
people’s freedom of action. E.G. Stasi in 
East Germany before 1989 spied on 
people to make sure nobody acted 
against the state.

• Freedom of belief could lead to children 
having to restrict their internet access 
due to too much sexually explicit content. 
Also libraries hold books and articles that 
are racist, sexist and homophobic and 
inspire hate. 



Treatment of the 
marginalised in society



Marginalised

• The marginalised members of society are often 
those who have been discriminated against through 
no fault of their own or because they have failed to 
conform to society’s standards and their particular 
needs have been forgotten. 

• The central moral question is how to treat those who 
are marginalised because of society’s prejudices and 
those who are marginalised because of their failure 
to be good members of society.



Marginalised because of their failure to be good 
members of society

The poor because they are sometimes considered 
to be spongers, lazy, thieves and anti-social. 
Although this might apply to some, many are poor 
through illness, poor education, poor upbringing 
and misfortune. 

Drug users and alcoholics are marginalised because in 
order to feed their habit they break the law by stealing 
and threatening others and being abusive. While many 
drug users might have chosen this way of life, others fall 
into it with a sense of hopelessness or misfortune (some 
people experiment with drugs and then find themselves 
addicted). 



Marginalised because of society’s prejudice

Disabled people are sometimes treated as if they 
are less than human, lacking in intelligence and 
unable to be part of society. In reality, disability 
covers a wide range of conditions and the disabled 
can participate in society in many different ways. 

Women are sometimes treated as if their only 
role is to be mothers and carry out domestic 
chores. In reality, many women choose to be 
mothers as well as taking on paid employment 
in all spheres of society. 



Marginalised because of society’s prejudice

Immigrants, in particular economic immigrants 
(those seeking jobs because work is more plentiful 
here than in their own countries such as India, 
Bangladesh, Poland etc) are treated with mistrust as 
they are perceived as taking jobs away from locals 
and receiving benefits. In reality, many immigrants 
greatly benefit society with their skills and 
knowledge. 

Ethnic minorities are often treated as a threat to 
national life and culture but, in reality, ethnic 
groups can enrich society culturally, spiritually and 
socially.



Example of marginalised groups 
in society • About 785 million adults 

globally have a disability. 10% 
live in Africa.

• Disabled people are severely 
marginalised and among the 
poorest in developing 
countries. Having a disability 
increases the risk of poverty, 
and being poor also increases 
the risk of getting a disability.

• This can come from poor living 
conditions, lack of access to 
safe water and preventative 
health treatments such as 
immunisations and 
vaccinations, as well as injury 
through employment or 
conflict.



How can the marginalised be helped?

• A difficult and controversial means of brining about change for those who 
are marginalised is through positive action or affirmative action.

• Positive action involved acting in favour of a marginalised group over those 
who have not been marginalised. For example: 
Some political parties have favoured choosing more women to become 

MPs to compensate for the many men who have traditionally filled this 
role. 
A business might actively favour those from ethnic minorities to develop 

an inclusive workforce.  
Universities might favour students from poor working-class backgrounds to 

widen their access to higher education. 



Environment Unit
Examples



Philosopher’s View on ethical 
treatment of animals



Rene Descartes

• Philosopher (1596-1650) argued that 
animals had no souls or consciousness and 
were little more than machines.

• They would therefore not be able to feel 
pain and we would be justified to treat 
them as we wish. 



Jeremy Bentham
• British Utilitarian philosophy
• The question is not, Can animals reason’ or ‘can they 

talk?’ but ‘can they suffer?’
• We as humans desire to avoid suffering and this is the 

same as non-human animals – they too want to avoid 
suffering so we should consider this and not preference 
human interests over non-human animals. 

• Bentham states that ‘need’ must be considered. If a 
person is starving to death and the only thing around to 
eat is an animal then they are morally justified to kill and 
eat the animal because the pain the human would suffer 
in starving to death would be more than the animal would 
suffer by being killed.

• However, if there is not need ,then animals should not be 
killed as this would mean suffering of a conscious being. 



Peter Singer

• Contemporary Australian philosopher Peter Singer uses the 
word ‘speciesism’ to explain the way in which we as humans 
give preference to our own species over others despite 
irrelevant differences.

• Singer reminds people that in our past, it was morally 
acceptable for people to literally own another person (slave 
trade) based on an irrelevant different. This difference was the 
colour of their skin.  

• Just as we today look back at our ancestors who owned slaves 
with horror, Singer predicts that in the future we will look back 
with horror at our treatment of non-human animals.

• Singer’s philosophy = if it’s not alright to treat a human in a 
certain way, then it is not alright to treat a non-human animal 
in this way. 



Cecil the Lion – unethical treatment of 
animals example

• Cecil the lion was killed in July 2015 
by an American dentist, Dr. Walter 
Palmer, who allegedly paid $50,000 
for the chance to kill the 12-year 
old lion on a hunting expedition to 
Zimbabwe. 

• The killing provoked international 
outrage over big-game hunting and 
protests outside Palmer’s office 
that forced him to shut his dental 
practice for several weeks.



Examples for deep and 
shallow ecology



Arne Naess (1912-2009)
• Naess taught that ecology should not be concerned with 

man's place in nature but with every part of nature on an 
equal basis, because the natural order has intrinsic value 
that transcends human values.

• Humans could only attain "realisation of the Self" as part 
of an entire ecosphere. 

• He urged the green movement to "not only protect the 
planet for the sake of humans, but also, for the sake of 
the planet itself, to keep ecosystems healthy for their 
own sake".

• Shallow ecology, he believed, meant thinking the big 
ecological problems could be resolved within an 
industrial, capitalist society. Deep meant asking deeper 
questions and understanding that society itself has 
caused the Earth-threatening ecological crisis.

• Næss was also an activist, inspired by Rachel Carson's 
1962 book Silent Spring. In 1970, together with a large 
number of demonstrators, he chained himself to rocks in 
front of Mardalsfossen, a waterfall in a Norwegian fjord, 
and refused to descend until plans to build a dam were 
dropped. The demonstrators were carried away by police 
but the action was a success.



Gaia – Deep ecological view

• Non-religious deep ecologists think of the planet 
as being alive as a vast organism. 

• Gaia (the ancient Greek goddess of the earth) has 
been used to describe all the processes that 
govern the world. Some think that if we don’t 
respect Gaia then it is possible that we and many 
other species may die out. 

• One way of living in harmony with Gaia is to 
create small, sustainable communities which emit 
very few greenhouse gases and use non-fossil 
fuels for energy and heating.



Religious Buddhist view on deep ecology 

• Buddhists believe that as every 
aspect of the world is connected to 
each other, humans must not think 
they have a superior place in it. 

• According to the principle of karma, 
if we deliberately harm any aspect of 
the environment this will have 
negative effects on the world and on 
ourselves which we cannot 
calculate. 



Christian view – middle ecology

• The Christian view focuses on God as the creator 
of every aspect of creation. All creation is good 
and purposeful because God has created it. 

• God commands humans to look after the 
creation on his behalf as his stewards. Humans 
do not own the world but maintain it for God.

• The promise or covenant between God and His 
people is that he will protect them if they respect 
the land and maintain the natural order.

• Finally, humans have a duty to restore any 
damage they have caused to the world in 
preparation for God’s final judgement. 



Shallow Ecology – Utilitarian view

• Those that hold a shallow ecological ethical position believe that 
ethics are human based. 

• Utilitarians, for example, believe that if the best way of behaving is 
to promote the greatest happiness of the greatest number of 
people, then the main reason for treating the environment with 
care is because humans don’t want to suffer the negative effects 
of global warming, pollution, lack of energy resources and food. 

• However, many utilitarians also argue that we should take into 
account the suffering of all creatures capable of feeling pain and 
ensure that non-humans animals as well as humans are treated 
with care and respect. 

• Some utilitarians argue that non-human animals that are more 
conscious of pain (such as apes and dolphins) should be given 
greater priority over those that are less conscious of pain (such as 
birds, fish and insects). 



Example of modern 
conservation from a Christian 

view



A Rocha
A Rocha is a Christian organisation that helps 
communities with nature conservation. This 
organisation was set up by Christians who believed 
that humans are stewards of the world (look after it for 
God). A Rocha works with a wide range of 
organisations and individuals of different religions and 
world views.

A Rocha is Portuguese for ‘The Rock’.

A Rocha was first set up in 1983 and based in Portugal. 
Since then it has become international and operates in 
20 different countries including the UK.

A Rocha is funded by a wide variety of sources: 
governmental and intergovernmental grants, trust 
funds, individual donations and churches. In 2016 the 
global income was £4.6 million.

https://www.arocha.org/en




A Rocha
Some of A Rocha’s projects have included:

• Reducing human–wildlife conflict in India, 
notably with elephants and leopards.

• Setting up private or public parks and 
reserves in Kenya.

• Carbon footprint reduction projects, such 
as producing charcoal briquettes from 
waste in Uganda.

• Dry grassland biodiversity surveys in 
Switzerland.

• Habitat and species restoration projects, 
such as mangrove restoration projects in 
Ghana, and improving breeding chances 
for endangered birds. 



Examples that suggest there 
is an environmental crisis



Deforestation Example

Brazil 

• Deforestation in the Amazon rainforest 
has increased by almost 30% in just 12 
months. 

• The tropical rainforest lost 3,769 
square miles of vegetation between 
August 2018 and July 2019. 

• The Amazon is the largest rainforest in 
the world and works as a “carbon 
store”, slowing the pace of global 
heating but with so much disappearing 
the world is at risk of less oxygen and 
more carbon dioxide.



Desertification Example

• The Sahel region of Africa is 
experiencing desertification partly 
because of the low annual rainfall 
but mostly because of effects off 
human activities such as 
overgrazing. 

• Overgrazing = animals are left to 
graze on a specific part off the land 
removing most of the vegetation 
and leaving the soil exposed and 
susceptible to erosion. Crops 
cannot be grown which affects 
people’s livelihoods. 



Loss of Biodiversity Example• World biodiversity has declined 
alarmingly in half a century: more 
than 25,000 species, almost a third 
of species in the world, are in 
danger of disappearing partly due 
to climate change.

• By 2100, an estimated 50% of all 
the world’s species could go 
extinct because of climate change.

• In the last 60 years, the population 
of the Mediterranean monk seal 
has dropped by 60%

• River dolphins are in danger of 
extinction due to water pollution.

• The caribou is an endangered 
species because it is finding it hard 
to survive the increasingly longer 
and hotter summers.



Alternative Energy Sources like Nuclear power can be harmful 

The Chernobyl accident happened in 1986 
in the Ukraine. The accident resulted from 

reactor number four at the power plant 
exploding. The steam explosion and fires 

released at least 5% of the radioactive 
reactor core into the atmosphere and 

downwind.

According to the official, death toll, just 31 
people died as an immediate result of 
Chernobyl however in 2005, the UN 
predicted a further 4,000 might eventually 
die as a result of the radiation exposure.



Water pollution example
• In February, 1996 the Sea Empress, hit rocks in 

the middle of the channel, and spilled 72,000 
tonnes of oil in the sea and along Britain’s only 
coastal national park in Pembrokeshire, Wales. 

• During the following seven days salvage teams 
battled the elements as they tried to bring the 
vessel under control.

• The spill had a devastating effect on the local 
shellfish and lobster fishermen.

• Many volunteers helped open and run a 
makeshift animal hospital where over 7,000 
dead or oiled birds were taken - just a fraction 
of the number affected. Despite these efforts 
the average survival rate of those birds released 
back into the wild was only nine days.

• 120 miles of Welsh coastline were 
contaminated and the total cost of the clean-up 
operation was £60m.



The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
(Waste Disposal Example)

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch was discovered in 1997 and 
is a big patch of rubbish and debris in the middle of the 
northern Pacific Ocean. It is caught in the water currents and 
moves around in a kind of circle, which catches and holds 
floating pieces of plastic. 

It is not an island but a huge patch of ocean that contains a 
high concentration of plastic debris. The patch covers 
an estimated surface area of 1.6 million square km. That’s 
three times the size of France.

Many birds, turtles, and other sea animals go to Pacific 
Islands to lay their eggs and raise their young. Unfortunately, 
they eat the smaller pieces of plastic, thinking that they are 
food. They also get caught in the garbage. The United 
Nations Environment Program estimates that the plastic here 
causes the death of one million sea birds and 10,000 sea 
animals every year. 





Land pollution example
Dzerzhinsk, Russia
• Dzerzhinsk was one of Russia's main sites to 

manufacture chemical weapons up until the 
Cold War. 

• Nearly 300,000 tons of chemical waste was 
improperly dumped there between 1930 and 
1998, leading the Guinness Book of World 
Records to name it the most chemically 
polluted city in the world.

• In 2003, the death rate in the area was 
reported to exceed the birth rate by 260%, and 
the average life expectancy was reported to be 
42 years for men and 47 for women. 

• A quarter of the city's 300,000 residents are 
still employed in factories that produce toxic 
chemicals.



Air pollution example

• In the world’s most polluted city, Kanpur in 
northern India, the biggest hospital is so 
overcrowded with patients with respiratory 
ailments.

• Due to vehicular pollution, air pollution at 
major road crossings is very high. Lack of 
proper transportation networks, a bad 
traffic system, badly maintained roads with 
slow-moving vehicles add to the air 
pollution.

• Specific gaseous emissions like ammonia 
from fertiliser industry are also used and 
add to the pollution. 



Climate disasters 
Natural disasters have increased in ferocity and frequency due to 

climate change. 
Remember that climate change is NOT the cause of these natural 

disasters. 



Climate disasters

• Natural disasters have always occurred such as hurricanes, droughts, flooding and 
high winds. However, we are currently witnessing more natural disasters than 
ever before that are severe and cause more disaster than before. 

• This is because climate change has made the risk of natural disasters higher. 
Increase of air and water temperatures leads to rising sea levels, supercharged 
storms and higher wind speeds, more intense and prolonged droughts, heavier 
rainfall and flooding. 

• Currently, we see an average of 400 “extreme weather events” every year.
• Since June 2017, roughly 41 million people have been affected by flooding.
• More than 150 million people live on land that will be below sea level by the end 

of the century.
• Growing storm surges and tsunamis threaten nearly a quarter of the world’s 

population.



Hurricane Irma

• Hurricane Irma was the most powerful Atlantic 
hurricane in recorded history. It was a Category 
5 storm when it made landfall on Barbuda in 
September 2017. 

• Its winds were 185 miles per hour for 37 hours.
• Irma's death toll was 129 people. Florida 

officials ordered 6.5 million people to 
evacuate. There were 77,000 people in 450 
shelters.

• Global warming contributed to the severity of 
Irma. Warmer temperatures allow the 
atmosphere to hold more moisture. Rising sea 
levels make flooding more likely near Coast 
cities. Global warming also means hurricanes 
linger longer so cause more damage. 



Flooding
• Areas of Europe are also experiencing 

extreme flooding due to climate 
change. 

• In November 2019, Venice 
experienced the worst flood since 
1966, with the high water reaching 6 
feet above sea level.

• A combination of rising tides and 
winds of more than 75 miles per hour 
from two different directions caused 
massive waves to crash into Venice.

• Across South Asia 43 million people 
have been hit in August 2017 by 
heavy monsoon rains and intense 
flooding which in some places is the 
worst it has been in nearly 30 years.

• More than 1,200 were killed in 
Bangladesh, India and Nepal. 

• While some flooding is expected 
during monsoon season, this level is 
unusual and unheard of for most of 
the communities hit.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiB1aiK_fPmAhUIohQKHYn-AXUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Fvenice-floods-historical-myths-may-attract-the-aid-city-needs-127381&psig=AOvVaw0FL5V8zANlwqTW_PxMzk5I&ust=1578571980359236


Bushfires in Australia – September – January 2019

• Record-breaking temperatures and months of severe 
drought have fuelled a series of massive bushfires 
across Australia.

• The fires intensified from the 1st January 2020, with a 
number towns evacuated.

• Over 5,900 buildings (including over 2,204 homes) were 
destroyed and 28 people were killed as of 8th January 
2020 including three volunteer firefighters .

• More than 15.6 million acres of bush, forest and parks 
have been burned.

• New South Wales experiences the worst destruction 
including an estimated half a billion animals being 
affected by the fires. Other estimates, which include 
animals like bats, amphibians and invertebrates, put the 
number killed at over a billion. Some endangered 
species might be driven to extinction by the fires.

• The flames destroy forests and make the air 
unbreathable for humans, but they also harm the 
animals that live there. "Browsing animals like 
kangaroos are driven out by fire for a short time, and 
the heat treatment of soil reduces the number of plant-
eating insects and soil organisms during the early 
growth period”. 



Key Environmentalists



Al Gore 
• An Inconvenient Truth provides several factual statements that have 

proven true over the time since the movie came out over a decade 
ago. The extent of the catastrophic climate situation has made itself 
more evident, as confirmed by science. 

• The increase in major storms and high category hurricanes has been 
substantiated.

• The doubling of the death toll due to global warming in the next 25 
years is thought scientifically valid and includes people dying due to 
deadly heat waves, thought to be more frequent.

• Over one million species will become extinct as a result of climate 
change. Scientists identify global warming as becoming as dangerous 
to animal species as habitat destruction and land clearing.

• New species that are more dangerous and invasive will form as a 
result of global warming. 

• Melting ice shelves will raise sea levels over 20 feet. Scientists agree 
that the ice caps are melting, including Greenland’s ice sheet, but 
they disagree on the extent and speed at which it will occur.  

Al Gore is the ex-Vice President 
of the USA and a climate change 
advocate.

He released a film called An 
Inconvenient Truth in 2006 
about the environmental crisis.
He released another film called 
Sequel to Power in 2017.



Greta Thunberg (2003-present)

• Greta Thunberg is a Swedish environmental activist who 
started an international youth movement against climate 
change.

• The Swedish teenager first staged a "School Strike for 
Climate" in front of the Swedish Parliament in August 2018.

• She continued to gain international attention after speaking 
at the U.N. Climate Talks in Poland in December 2018.

• Her strike has inspired thousands of students worldwide to 
stage their own protests. Students from Germany, Japan, the 
UK, Australia and many more have formed #FridaysforFuture
demonstrations as a result.

• In September 2019, Greta Thunberg travelled to New York to 
speak at the UN Climate Conference. She made her way there 
on a zero-emissions boat in a journey that lasted two weeks.



Julia "Butterfly" Hill

• (born 1974) is one of the most 
committed environmentalists alive 
today. 

• After nearly dying in an auto accident 
in 1996, she dedicated her life to 
environmental causes. 

• For almost two years, Hill lived in the 
branches of an ancient redwood tree in 
northern California to save it from 
being cut down. 

• She is still involved in environmental 
causes today.



Chico Mendes
• (1944–1988) is best 

known for his 
efforts at saving the 
rainforests of Brazil 
from logging and 
ranching activities.

• Mendes came from 
a family of rubber 
harvesters who 
supplemented their 
income by 
sustainably 
gathering nuts and 
other rainforest 
products. 

• Alarmed at the devastation of 
the Amazon rainforest, he 
helped to ignite international 
support for its preservation.

• His activities, however, drew the 
attention of powerful people 
involved in ranching and timbre. 
Mendes was murdered by cattle 
ranchers at age 44.



LO: To explore ethical issues relating to how 
humans treat animals.

Ethical Treatment of Animals



Ethical Treatment of Animals

The treatment of animals, or more precisely non-
human animals (for humans are also animals), has 
become a significant issue in environmental ethics for 
two reasons. 



Ethical Treatment of Animals

Firstly, farming of animals for human 
consumption can alter biodiversity
(developing many different animals and 
plant species). Biodiversity is good 
because animals depend on each other in 
the food chain; if there are too many or 
too few, this can upset the balance.

For example, cows excrete methane, which 
is a greenhouse gas. If nobody ate beef, 
then  smaller numbers of cattle would be 
bred and a major source of greenhouse gas 
would therefore be removed. 



Secondly, increasingly people consider 
non-human animals should be treated 
with care and consideration. In the past 
philosophers such as Rene Descartes 
(1596-1650) thought animals had no 
souls or consciousness and were littler 
more than machines. They would 
therefore not be able to feel pain and we 
would be justified in using them as we 
wish. 

Animals have less 
reason than 

man… they have 
none at all.

Many people today think Descartes was 
wrong. Animals do feel pain and so to 
cause an animal unnecessary pain is 
morally wrong. The utilitarian philosopher 
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) famously 
stated about animals: The question is not 
‘Can animal reason?’, not ‘Can they talk?’, 
but ‘Can they suffer?’.

The question is not 
‘Can animals 

reason?’, not ‘Can 
they talk?’, but ‘Can 

they suffer?’.



But even if we don’t think that animals should suffer 
unnecessarily, is it right that animals should be used in 
medical experiments (to test drugs for humans); be 
used for human entertainment (in zoos, circuses or as 
pets); be eaten by humans for food; be used as organ 
and tissue donors for humans? 



Animal Rights



Are animals equal to humans??
Yes

• All created equal

• All live in the same world and depend on the same 
resources

• Dependent on each other

• Just different species of the same world.

No

• Humans are autonomous and self-
conscience.

• Humans are cleverer

• God gave humans control over the animals

• Humans have a soul (St. Thomas Aquinas )

• Impact of humans is greater so not equal.

• We can kill animals but cannot kill other 
humans.



How do humans and animals differ?
1. Humans have greater impact – buildings, 

clearing land, potentially destroying.

2. Humans use logic and reason to work 
things out.

3. Humans have a soul - Aquinas

4. Humans communicate in more complex 
ways.

Religion...(CHRISTIAN)....
• God created animals then humans.

• Humans are more important 
(dominion).

• Humans can use animals for their 
benefit.

• Humans have a responsibility to 
look after the animals 
(Stewardship).

• Abusing animals have a 
consequence in our future life ‘The 
righteous are not cruel to animals’



Vegetarian Debate
Be a vegetarian!

Although, in theory, we could look after animals 
if they were well looked after and slaughtered 
painlessly, on balance, the suffering caused to 
animals outweighs the pleasure we gain in 
eating them.

Don’t be a vegetarian!
Humans are biologically designed to eat meat, 
so as long as we don’t deliberately cause them 
harm, and we kill them as painlessly as 
possible, eating meat is acceptable. 

Each year 8 billion animals are killed in the USA food 
industry – that’s 16,000 per minute. We don’t need to 
eat animals to survive and if the only reason we do so 
is because we enjoy the taste of eating their flesh, then 
the considerable suffering of animals through intensive 
factory farming and fishing is not justified. 

Eating meat is indeed pleasurable, as it is for non-
human carnivore animals to eat meat. It is misleading 
to quote the vast number of animals killed for human 
consumption, as there are a lot of humans in the 
world. It is true we don’t need to eat meat to survive 
but there is more to life than mere existence. 

If it is morally wrong to think of eating a human 
(except in extreme circumstances) then it is also 
morally wrong to eat an animal. Generally, we don’t 
eat animals we think as of our pets because we 
have a relationship with them. This means that we 
eat the animals we do eat because we think we are 
superior to them; that is arrogant and wrong.  

While it is true that we tend not to eat animals that 
are our pets, this is not because we think they have 
the same moral status as us. In some ways we are 
morally superior to animals. Animals do not have the 
same abilities to make moral decisions and we don’t 
hold them morally responsible if, for example, they 
kill another animal. Under law, it is the human owner 
of a dog who attacks another dog or a human who is 
legally responsible and can be charged for criminal 
damage. 

Vegetarianism is good for the planet and for a healthy 
lifestyle. 

But vegetarians still drink animal milk and eat eggs. 
Animals are still suffering because of the human need 
for animal products. The only logical way forward to 
end this is for vegetarians to become vegan. 



Vegetarian
Why?
• Medical problems
• Don’t like the taste
• Disagree with farming 

methods
• Think it is morally wrong to 

eat meat.
• Religious rules.
• It is CRUEL!

Slaughter of animals
Judaism/Islam it is fine to eat MOST 

meats, but the animal has to be 
ritually slaughtered.  This means a 
prayer of thanks has to be said 
before the kill and the throat is slit 
so it is fast and less painful.

‘The weak in faith do 
not eat meat’  
(Romans 14)

What does this 
mean????



Look at the following list of how humans use and 
abuse animals.

List the KEY ISSUES (negative and positive) 
for each one.

Workers 
for 

transport

Companions and 
helpers Farming

Hunting

Sport

Zoos 
and 

Safari 
Parks

Genetic 
Modification 

Animal 
Experiments

Fur and 
Ivory 
Trade

Bull 
fighting



Christian Biblical quotes
‘"A righteous man cares for the needs of his animal, but the kindest acts 

of the wicked are cruel." (Proverbs 12:10)

“Rise, Peter, kill, and eat” (Acts 10:9-13).

When Cain and Abel offered gifts to the Lord, Abel gave the Lord the 
fat he cut off the hides of his flock whereas Cain gave the Lord a fruit 
and vegetable tray – and we know how that story ended….

Stewardship – This world is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants 
(Leviticus 25:23)

Deuteronomy 25:4
“You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading 
out the grain.”

Luke 12:6
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? 
Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s 
sight.”
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