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Introduction: Your exam will consist of two sections. In ‘Section A’ you will 
be asked to complete a knowledge test, and in ‘Section B’ you will be asked 
to complete a source analysis.  
 
 
Section A: Knowledge. 
 
For the knowledge test, you do not need to know all of the information below. I 
will set you ten questions for each topic and you can choose two of them to 
complete (making 20 questions to answer in total). Please read through the 
pages below as they give you everything you need to perform well in the exam. 
You can obviously choose to specialise in two subjects. The best way to revise 
would be to have someone in your family ask questions on the information. If 
this is not possible you could make cue cards with a question on the front and an 
answer on the back and test yourself. Your answers will always be one word, or 
one sentence. 
 
For example 
 
Q - What is the name of the school you attend? A: Daneshill Prep School. 
 
 
Causes of World War One 
 
Before World War One the map of Europe and the rest of the world looked very 
different to today. You have seen that it was made up of Empires as well as 
different countries. These were large countries that had expanded and taken 
control of smaller countries, growing rich and powerful on the profits.  
 
With all of these powerful Empires competing for trade, land, control of the seas 
and wealth, Europe was a time bomb waiting to explode. Many countries had 
recognised this and to stop a war they had formed two alliances, the Triple 
Entente (Russia, France and Britain) and the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austro 
Hungary and Italy). With such powerful opposing forces it was thought that a 
war would not break out as each side had too much to lose. 
 
However war did break out in 1914. It broke out because there was much 
tension within a small group of countries called the Balkans. The Slavic people of 
the Balkan countries (Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro and Albania) felt that they 
should be together in one country made up of Slavic people. However, Bosnia 
had been taken over by Austro Hungary and split from the rest of the countries 
of the Balkans. A spy group in Serbia called the Black Hand trained some young 
Bosnian’s to assassinate the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austro Hungary as a 
form of protest and when he visited the capital city of Bosnia, called Sarajevo, he 
was assassinated by Gavrilo Princip. 
 
After the assassination of Franz Ferdinand the countries were slowly drawn into 
war because of the alliance system. Austro Hungary wanted to invade Serbia to 
get revenge for the wrong done and to take more land to add to their empire. 
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Russia supported Serbia and from there, first Germany, and then Britain and 
France were drawn into the war in support of their allies. 
 
The war was eventually ended, in 1918, by the Armistice on the 11th of 
November.  The Treaty of Versailles was then signed in 1919. 
 
Causes of World War 2 
 
The Treaty of Versailles 
 
The peace settlement, which brought the First World War to an end, was worked 
out at the palace of Versailles in Paris, 1919. It was made by the prime ministers 
of Britain, France, America and Italy. The conditions were harsh on Germany, 
who lost the war. 
 
The first aim was to make Germany pay for the losses the allies had suffered; the 
German’s were forced to agree to the following terms. 
 

1. The loss of Alsace-Lorraine (area of land between Germany and France) 
to France 

2. The loss of her colonies (smaller countries that Germany controlled) 
3. The loss of territory to the new state of Poland, to Belgium and to 

Denmark 
4. The loss of a large number of (trade) ships 
5. The loss of large amounts of coal (It had vast amounts of coal) for 15 

years 
6. It had to pay the Allies £ 6.6 Billion pounds to repair damages done during 

the war. 
 
The second aim was to make sure Germany could never again make war. It had 
to agree to the following: 
 

1. It had to limit the size of its army and navy 
2. It was not allowed an air force 
3. It was not allowed to station any military forces of any kind near the 

French border. 
 
Germany, as the loser, was also forced to sign a document accepting that it had 
started the war. This meant all of the above points were able to be put into place. 
The German’s found this hard to take as they did not believe they were solely to 
blame for the war. 
 
Hitler’s rise to power. 
 
After Germany’s struggles through Hyper inflation the Weimar Government had 
managed to provide a period of stability. This lasted until 1928 when the Stock 
Market crashed.   
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 Hitler had been preparing to take power for quite some time. His initial effort, 
however, failed as he was put in jail for inciting a riot (The Beer Hall Putsch) in 
the early 1920’s. Whilst in jail he thought very hard about how he wanted to rule, 
even writing a book on the subject (Mein Kampf). Around this time he founded a 
youth movement which came to be known as the Hitler Youth. Here he chose 
children to join who fitted his personal idea of racial supremity and taught them 
the skills they would need in the years to come. This gave him an army to call 
upon in the coming years. 
 
In 1928, when the stock market had collapsed in America, Hitler saw this as an 
ideal opportunity. With the German people again hungry, jobless and angry he 
worked hard to convince the German people that he had the answers. He was a 
very clever man and a very good public speaker. He traveled around Germany 
and gave speeches to the people. He said that the Weimar Republic needed to go 
because they had made the mess that Germany was in. He called them traitors 
for signing the Treaty of Versailles and agreeing to pay Germany’s enemies 
reparations. Hitler called the Treaty a ‘stab in the back’ as it was so unfair to 
Germany. 
 
He promised the German people that if they voted for him, he would get rid of 
the Treaty and end reparations. This made him very popular with the German 
public. He made different promises to different types of people. For example, he 
promised the unemployed new jobs, and the starving bread. More and more 
people began to think that Adolf Hitler and his Nazi Party should run the German 
government. During 1930 and 1932, the Nazi Party began to win many seats in 
the German parliament, which was called the Reichstag. 
 
In 1933, Hitler had enough seats in the Reichstag to be made Chancellor of 
Germany. He was in charge of the government, but he still had to listen to what 
the Reichstag said. Hitler wanted even more power and he knew that the best 
way to get it would be to convince the public that the other political parties were 
not any good. 
One night in 1933, there was a mysterious fire at the Reichstag building. Hitler 
blamed the Communist Party for the fire and said that they had done it on 
purpose. People now think that it was Hitler who had arranged for the fire. 
However, the Communists were unpopular with many of the people at the 
Reichstag, so Hitler’s  story was believed. To help calm things down, Hitler was 
given more power. This made him a Dictator. This meant that he could do as he 
wanted.  
 
One of the first things he did was to ban all other political parties, so nobody 
could challenge him in an election! Many of Hitler’s enemies began to disappear 
and soon people became too scared to stand up to him. He started to do things 
that most Germans felt were  too extreme before, such as trying to force the Jews 
to leave Germany. 
 
The Road to war 
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Hitler began to want extra land in Europe in the 1930’s. He was prepared to 
break the Treaty of Versailles to get the land he wanted. He had built his army to 
a point where he felt strong enough to take on Europe and so he pulled Germany 
out of the League of Nations in 1935. An agreement with the Russians saw them 
provide Hitler with enough raw materials to re-arm. He felt this meant he could 
break the Treaty of Versailles. He did not think Britain, France, Russia and the 
other European countries would want to fight another war so soon after World 
War One. He was right. 
The first thing he did was invade the Rhineland (1), an area next to France, in 
1936.  Nobody stopped him. Then he annexed Austria (2) in March, 1938. Still 
nobody stopped him. Finally he wanted to gain more ‘living space’ for his people 
so he invaded the Sudetenland (3) in Czechoslovakia. England had had enough 
and Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, met with Hitler at a place 
called Munich. They agreed that Germany could keep all the places they 
had already invaded but could not invade anywhere else. This treaty was 
known as the Munich Agreement. Chamberlain was trying to keep Hitler 
happy. This policy of keeping someone happy is called ‘appeasement’. 
After this announcement Hitler then advanced into the rest of 
Czechslovakia. 
Hitler had tricked Neville Chamberlain. He was very convincing, for his 
fake effort in securing peace in Europe he was also seen as Time 
Magazines ‘Person of the Year’ in 1939. But it was a trick. England and France 
could not take any more of Hitler’s invasions and warned Hitler not to attack 
Poland or else he would face war. On September the 1st 1939 he invaded 
Poland, and so, on September 3rd 1939 Britain and France declared war. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Suffragettes 
 
In 1866, a number of women took a petition, signed by 1,500 women to 
Parliament. They were asking for the vote. Two of the very small number of  
ministers who supported the idea, presented it to Parliament. No action was 
taken, the women were ignored. More and more groups of women and some 
men, began to get together to campaign for the vote. They were called Suffrage 
societies. (Suffrage is a word that means ‘to vote’). They campaigned peacefully 
and Parliament took no notice of them.  In 1897, the various women’s suffrage 
societies joined together into the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies 
(NUWSS). They campaigned peacefully and, unfortunately, got nowhere. 
 
 
Because of this lack of progress the WSPU was formed. This group was better 
known as the Suffragettes and they campaigned using militant (more violent) 
means. They were led by great leaders such as Emmaline Pankhurst and Emily 
Wilding. They cut telephone lines, vandalized coins, ruined golf greens, went on 
hunger strikes and even smashed the prime ministers windows, amongst other 
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things. This group was seen as overly aggressive and, whilst raising awareness, 
did not achieve the vote for women. The most famous act was undertaken by 
Emily Davison when she stood in front of the Kings horse (named Anmer) at the 
Derby in 1913 and was killed. 
 
In the end it was the outbreak of war that, along with the awareness raised by 
the Suffragettes brought women the vote as men had to leave to fight and women 
did men’s jobs and did them well.  
 
One of the biggest changes brought about by the First World War was the great 
increase in the number of women who went out to work. The total number of 
working women went up by more than a million between 1914 and 1918, as 
women took over a variety of different jobs in order to release men for service in 
the forces. 
One of the most important jobs that the women did was making shells in the 
munitions factories. By the time the war ended, sixty per cent of all workers 
engaged in manufacturing munitions were women, happy to work for over two 
pounds a week, which in those days was a very good wage.  
Women did all sorts of other jobs, too. They drove Tramcars, took on milk and 
post rounds, acted as conductors on buses, volunteered as policewomen and 
even did heavy work of the sort usually tackled only by men. For example, 
women worked in the Clyde Shipyards, as vehicle builders in the motor industry 
and some even walked the streets delivering coal. The great contribution which 
women made to the war effort was rewarded in 1918, when the government 
granted the right to vote to women over the age of thirty. This was a right denied 
to women up until this time. 
Some women took up work which was more directly concerned with the war 
than simply going out to a job in the country. For example, many thousands of 
workers volunteered to become nurses and ambulance drivers or joined the 
British Red Cross Society’s Voluntary Aid Detachment (known as VAD’s) which 
assisted on the front lines. 
These VAD nurses in their light blue uniform with white apron, white hat and a 
red cross became a familiar wartime sight, not only in this country but also in 
France in the military hospitals behind the front line. They were a welcome sight 
to injured soldiers coming in from the front and without them the military would 
not have been able to cope with the terrible problems created by the battles on 
the Western Front. 
The roles of women had begun to change during WWI. With many men returning 
home, however, women were dismissed from their positions but they had shown 
that they could do men’s jobs. In 1919 it became illegal to withhold a position 
from a person based on their gender. In many ways gender roles remained the 
same after the war as they had been before it, but the door to equality had been 
opened and it was never going to close. It would only open further as women 
became engaged and employed in all aspects of the workforce over the next 100 
years. 
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The Second Agricultural Revolution ( C1750) 
 
The Industrial Revolution is the name given to the period of time between 1750 
and 1850 during which there was a big change in the way things were made. 
Goods went from being made in small amounts, by people in their own homes to 
being made in large numbers using big machines in factories. As we saw last year 
this had a very impact upon the world we live in.  
 
The growing population meant that methods of agriculture (farming) needed to 
change because the country couldn’t produce enough food to keep the 
population fed and healthy with such a sharp rise in numbers. This change in 
farming systems is known as the Second Agricultural Revolution. 
 
Before 1750 the farming method that was used was called the ‘Open Field 
System’. In this system each Manor was made up of the lord’s house (the manor 
house), the village and amenities (Oven, Mill etc), Church and church land, 
common land and three vast fields. Each field was divided into strips and each 
strip was given to a peasant farmer to farm. The problem was that if all of the 
fields were used all of the time then the nutrients would be sucked out of the 
ground; It would produce a poor harvest. To get around this one field was left 
fallow (empty) each year so it could recover. This had its problems, however, as 
wastage of land was enormous (at any given time one third of the land in 
England was not being farmed). Peasants could use the common land to graze 
their animals but, over the winter, there was not food to keep all of the animals 
alive and so most, except for breeding stock, had to be slaughtered. This meant a 
lack of dairy and meat products. All up, this system did not produce enough food 
to feed the growing population. Something had to change. 
 
English farmers changed to a new system. This was called the ‘Four Field Crop 
Rotation’ system. To enable this, land was enclosed using the Enclosure Act. This 
meant many peasants were denied access to the land as both the big fields and 
common land were closed off and turned into much larger farms. Strip farming 
was no longer. It meant that the peasants had to either move into the growing 
number of towns or find a job on a farm. Replacing the ‘fallow’ fields in the Open 
Field System were crops such as Turnips and Cloves which actually put nutrients 
back into the soil as well as providing winter feed for animals. This meant that 
animals no longer had to be slaughtered at the end of each season and so there 
were more around allowing for greater access to dairy products and meat. The 
crops were still rotated every season in order that a field had turnips and cloves 
grown on it every 4 years to regenerate the nutrients. This meant more food was 
produced and readily available to feed the growing population. 
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Section B 
 
Your source analysis will be on a topic about WW2. You do not need any prior 
knowledge.  You will be analyzing and comparing sources using evidence from 
each source to give depth and substance to your answer. Below is an example. 
 

1. Find two pieces of evidence in Source A that show this house has been 
bombed? 

2. What evidence can you see in Source B that shows an evacuation is 
happening? 

3. What evidence can you find in Source A that the people of Britain came 
together in the face German bombing? 

4. How do Source A and Source B agree in showing that war made lives hard 
for the people in them? 

 
Source A 

 

 
Source B 
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Some example answers are below. Note the use of full 
sentences, source references and full explanation. 
 
1 Two pieces of evidence in Source A that show the 
house has been bombed are the fact the people in it 
are sweeping up debris from an explosion and the 
windows have been blown out. 
 
2 In Source B the evidence that tells me an evacuation 
is happening is the fact that there are lots of children, 
with suitcases getting onto a train, this means they 
are going for a long time. 
 
3 In Source A the evidence that tells me the people of 
Britain came together is that there seem to be two 
different families helping to clean up the debris from 
the explosion.  
 
4 Source A and B agree that war made lives hard 
because there is evidence in both of them that show 
difficulty, or, a negative change from their normal  
lives. In Source A people are having to clean up a 
bomb blast and in Source B they are seeming to be 
getting on trains to leave for a long time to get away 
from the war. 


