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Prejudice, Discrimination and 
Freedom

Ethics Unit 1



Prejudice – holding a belief or attitude that is biased against a certain 
group of people with little or no evidence. Prejudice often leads to 
discrimination. 

Discrimination – Treating a person or group badly based on prejudice. 

Together, both the above have caused great suffering, loss of human 
dignity and violation of human rights.



Causes of prejudice

The following elements all combine to create one’s attitude to other people:

• Upbringing

• Culture

• Religion

• Political beliefs

• Class

Often being aware of one’s prejudices and making sure they are not used to 
discriminate against other people is enough. 



Causes of prejudice

However, there are factors that can escalate a person’s 
prejudices and create social tensions and sometimes violence. 

• Threat –feeling threatened by the loss of jobs, homes and way 
of life caused by outsiders such as immigrants.

• Fear – irrational fear of behaviours that differ from one’s own 
culture, customs, race, gender, sexuality. This kind of fear is a 
phobia. Xenophobia = fear of foreigners. Homophobia = fear of 
LGBTQA+.

• Ideology – thinking that only one’s own political, philosophical 
or religious view is right. 



Examples
THREAT

In April 2017, UKIP leader Paul 
Nuttall said “If CCTV is to be 
effective, in an age of heightened 
terror, you need to see people’s 
faces.” 

Fear (Xenophobia)

A study by the University of 
Strathclyde, October 2016- May 2018 
showed that pupils from eastern 
European countries who attended 
English and Scottish schools were 
bullied, verbally abused, stolen from 
because of where they came from. 

Fear (homophobia)

Jody Dobrowski was beaten to death on 14th

October 2005 on Clapham Common in 
London by two men who perceived him as 
being gay

Murderers were given life sentences in what 
was described as a 'homophobic murder -
first prosecution in England for this type of 
hate crime. 

Ideology

The holocaust (1942-45) – Nazis believed that 
they should ‘cleanse’ society of Jews whom they 
blamed for Germany’s previous defeats in war 
and weak economy. This led to racism, exporting 
Jews to concentration camps and then mass 
killing them.



Impact of prejudice & discrimination in society

• Violence – murder, assaults, abusive language, damaging 
property.

• Unfair employment and earnings – unequal pay, lack of 
employment interviews, not allowing certain people to be 
promoted.

• Poor housing and living conditions – being offered inferior 
accommodation, living in overcrowded homes and in deprived 
areas.

• Inferior education – low expectations for children from a 
certain class or ethnic background. 



Example of Prejudice and discrimination
February 1999 Amadou Diallo, a 
23-year-old black immigrant, was 
shot and killed by four New York 
City policemen after they mistook 
him for being a suspect of 
another crime. They misidentified 
him because he was black. The 
policemen were charged with 
second-degree murder but found 
not guilty. 

George Floyd – On 25th May 2020 
Floyd, a 46 year old black man,  died 
in Minnesota after Derek Chauvin, 
a white police officer, pressed his 
knee to Floyd's neck for almost 9 
minutes while Floyd was handcuffed 
face down in the street saying, “I 
can’t breathe”. 

Stephen Lawrence – On 22nd April 1993 in 
Plumstead, East London, five white youths 
fatally stabbed Stephen Lawrence in an 
unprovoked, racially motivated attack. 
Lawrence died of the second stab wound. 



Institutionalised discrimination

• The Stephen Lawrence Case revealed that even the police 
investigating a racially motivated murder were racially prejudiced.

• Institutionalised discrimination occurs when individuals are 
unknowingly biased against a certain group because of the way 
society or an institution has conditioned them to think. 

• Institutions include the police, army, school.

• The Macpherson Report was an important report on racism which 
highlighted the problem of unconscious prejudice and 
discrimination in many areas of public institutions. 70 
recommendations were made including a zero tolerance on racist 
police officers. 67 of the recommendations were made into law. 



Freedom



John Stuart Mill

• Mill’s liberty principle stated that each individual 
should be the ruler or ‘sovereign’ of his or her 
body and mind. 

• Mill also argued that we value freedom because 
each person is the best judge of his or her life and 
as we are all different, society should give us the 
maximum amount of freedom so we can choose 
to live as we wish.

• Mill’s realised the liberty principle would have to 
be modified to stop people causing harm to 
others. This was expressed in Mill’s Harm Theory –
the only reason when someone’s freedom should 
be limited is to prevent them causing harm to 
others. 



• Socrates taught the young men in Athens to question 
things for themselves. He did not want them to just 
accept the way things were if they didn’t agree.

• Socrates thought that without freedom of speech, 
democracy would not function because nobody would 
be able to express their views openly and debate or 
defend them .

• Thomas Hobbes - Freedom is great but security is better.

• If a society has unlimited freedom, there won’t be anything 
stopping someone behaving immorally e.g. murdering 
someone else. Therefore everyone would become paranoid 
and wary in society, often killing before they can be killed. 
This would make life miserable, short and not at all 
enjoyable. 

• Hobbes says that even if a government rules with an iron 
fist, it is better than total freedom and chaos. 



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
• Freedom and tolerance of others is the foundation of human rights. 

Human rights form the foundation of modern law. The creation of 
the USA was founded on 3 rights: life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

• After the Second World War, the United Nations created the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) which has set the 
standard for human rights globally.

• The first three articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
are:

Article 1 – All humans are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 
Humans have reason and conscience so should act kindly to one 
another.
Article 2 – Everyone is entitled to rights and freedom no matter their 
race, colour, sex, language, religion, origin or other status.
Article 3 – Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security.



The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

One of the important things about 
this declaration is that rights are 
only available to those who 
acknowledge their duties to 
respect others and uphold their 
rights. The declaration also states 
that ‘everyone has duties to the 
community’. There can be no 
rights without duties.  



• Freedom of speech is necessary for a democratic society to flourish. 

• However, there are limits on what people may say about each other. For 
example slander and libel. 

• Slander is speaking untruths about someone which causes that person harm. 
This is a crime and punishable by law.

• Libel is writing untruths about someone which causes them harm. This is 
also a crime and punishable by law. 

• Censorship blocks something from being read, heard or seen.

• A liberal society is often judged by the amount of freedom the press have in 
newspapers, television, radio and the internet. People are free to make 
comments about the government or public figures.

• Freedom of speech is also known as ‘freedom of expression’.  



Challenges to freedom of speech

• The biggest challenge to freedom of 
speech and freedom of the press is the 
internet. This is because it is hard and 
sometimes impossible to track down the 
author of a libellous blog or website. In 
the past, this was easier as it could be 
traced back to the authors of television 
and newspaper articles. 

• Dictatorships prevent freedom of speech 
e.g. Putin in Russia, Stasi in East 
Germany and President Asaad in Syria. 

• Censorship



Freedom of Action

• Freedom of expression is not just the freedom to say your 
opinion but also to have the opportunity to perform actions 
freely. 

• It is not enough to just say what you think if you then do not 
have the means to express this through action. 

• The very old in care homes, those with disabilities or mental 
health problems must sometimes have their freedom of action 
restricted to prevent them causing harm to themselves or 
others. This is known as intervention and can involve the carer 
using physical restraint against them if necessary. This should 
however, only ever be the last resort. 



• Freedom of belief is also known as intellectual freedom. It allows a 
person to develop their own religious, political and moral values.

• In a multicultural society this is very important as it allows everyone 
to live the kinds of lives they value and to accept that there will be 
differences of views and opinions. 



Freedom

Advantages

• Freedom of speech - People can freely 
express their opinions in public and 
debate ideas without fear of 
consequences in a democratic society.

• Freedom of action – a great platform 
for expressing one’s political views. In 
a democracy people can gather, have 
meetings, conduct marches, strike 
and make public protests against the 
government. E.G. Martin Luther King 
Jr.

• Freedom of belief – allows for open 
and honest debate. This is useful in 
political, schools and universities so 
people can explore and analyse ideas 
without being told what to believe. 

Disadvantages
• Unlimited freedom of speech could lead 

to someone getting hurt – physically or 
psychologically as a result of someone 
saying something that could incite 
violence. 

• Freedom of action – some governments 
are not democratic and therefore limit 
people’s freedom of action. E.G. Stasi in 
East Germany before 1989 spied on 
people to make sure nobody acted 
against the state.

• Freedom of belief could lead to children 
having to restrict their internet access 
due to too much sexually explicit content. 
Also libraries hold books and articles that 
are racist, sexist and homophobic and 
inspire hate. 



Treatment of the 
marginalised in society



Marginalised

• The marginalised members of society are often 
those who have been discriminated against through 
no fault of their own or because they have failed to 
conform to society’s standards and their particular 
needs have been forgotten. 

• The central moral question is how to treat those who 
are marginalised because of society’s prejudices and 
those who are marginalised because of their failure 
to be good members of society.



Marginalised because of their failure to be good 
members of society

The poor because they are sometimes considered 
to be spongers, lazy, thieves and anti-social. 
Although this might apply to some, many are poor 
through illness, poor education, poor upbringing 
and misfortune. 

Drug users and alcoholics are marginalised because in 
order to feed their habit they break the law by stealing 
and threatening others and being abusive. While many 
drug users might have chosen this way of life, others fall 
into it with a sense of hopelessness or misfortune (some 
people experiment with drugs and then find themselves 
addicted). 



Marginalised because of society’s prejudice

Disabled people are sometimes treated as if they 
are less than human, lacking in intelligence and 
unable to be part of society. In reality, disability 
covers a wide range of conditions and the disabled 
can participate in society in many different ways. 

Women are sometimes treated as if their only 
role is to be mothers and carry out domestic 
chores. In reality, many women choose to be 
mothers as well as taking on paid employment 
in all spheres of society. 



Marginalised because of society’s prejudice

Immigrants, in particular economic immigrants 
(those seeking jobs because work is more plentiful 
here than in their own countries such as India, 
Bangladesh, Poland etc) are treated with mistrust as 
they are perceived as taking jobs away from locals 
and receiving benefits. In reality, many immigrants 
greatly benefit society with their skills and 
knowledge. 

Ethnic minorities are often treated as a threat to 
national life and culture but, in reality, ethnic 
groups can enrich society culturally, spiritually and 
socially.



How can the marginalised be helped?

• A difficult and controversial means of brining about change for those who 
are marginalised is through positive action or affirmative action.

• Positive action involved acting in favour of a marginalised group over those 
who have not been marginalised. For example: 

➢Some political parties have favoured choosing more women to become 
MPs to compensate for the many men who have traditionally filled this 
role. 

➢A business might actively favour those from ethnic minorities to develop 
an inclusive workforce.  

➢Universities might favour students from poor working-class backgrounds to 
widen their access to higher education. 



The Environment
Ethics Unit 2



Definitions

• Environmentalists – A person who believes there is an environmental 
crisis and thinks there is an urgent need to protect the physical world 
around us.  

• Environmental Sceptics – A person who believes that there are 
environmental moral issues that we need to address but does not 
believe we are in an environmental crisis.



What are the main environmental concerns?

1. Climate Change 

2. Ozone Depletion 

3. Global Warming

4. Greenhouse Effect

5. Desertification

6. Deforestation

7. Loss of Biodiversity

8. Pollution

You need to know what all of these are, be able to 
explain and give an example. 



Consequences of ozone depletion, global 
warming and climate change.

The consequences of global warming are likely to 
be very devastating. Among other things: 

• Sea levels will rise as a result of melting of 
glaciers at the poles.

• Animals will lose their habitat and eventually 
become extinct.

• The oceans will warm and expand. 
• Cities that lie near the coasts or in low-lying areas 

will be flooded and become inhabitable. 
• Large tracts of fertile land will become desert so 

people will have less food to eat / unemployment



Natural disasters are NOT due to global warming but the 
amount HAS increased in frequency because of global 

warming 
2010 Haiti earthquake - In January 
2010, one of the worst 
earthquakes ever recorded in 
history hit Haiti. The earthquake 
that struck west of the capital, 
Port-Au-Prince, measured 7.0 on 
the Richter scale with 52 
aftershocks measuring 4.5 or 
greater. It is estimated that 
230,000 people died and 300,000 
people were injured. The 
destruction spread throughout the 
region, destroying a quarter of a 
million homes and 30,000 other 
buildings.



Key Environmentalists



Al Gore 
• An Inconvenient Truth provides several factual statements that have 

proven true over the time since the movie came out over a decade 
ago. The extent of the catastrophic climate situation has made itself 
more evident, as confirmed by science. 

• The increase in major storms and high category hurricanes has been 
substantiated.

• The doubling of the death toll due to global warming in the next 25 
years is thought scientifically valid and includes people dying due to 
deadly heat waves, thought to be more frequent.

• Over one million species will become extinct as a result of climate 
change. Scientists identify global warming as becoming as dangerous 
to animal species as habitat destruction and land clearing.

• New species that are more dangerous and invasive will form as a 
result of global warming. 

• Melting ice shelves will raise sea levels over 20 feet. Scientists agree 
that the ice caps are melting, including Greenland’s ice sheet, but 
they disagree on the extent and speed at which it will occur.  

Al Gore is the ex-Vice President 
of the USA and a climate change 
advocate.

He released a film called An 
Inconvenient Truth in 2006 
about the environmental crisis.
He released another film called 
Sequel to Power in 2017.



Greta Thunberg (2003-present)

• Greta Thunberg is a Swedish environmental activist who 
started an international youth movement against climate 
change.

• The Swedish teenager first staged a "School Strike for 
Climate" in front of the Swedish Parliament in August 2018.

• She continued to gain international attention after speaking 
at the U.N. Climate Talks in Poland in December 2018.

• Her strike has inspired thousands of students worldwide to 
stage their own protests. Students from Germany, Japan, the 
UK, Australia and many more have formed #FridaysforFuture
demonstrations as a result.

• In September 2019, Greta Thunberg travelled to New York to 
speak at the UN Climate Conference. She made her way there 
on a zero-emissions boat in a journey that lasted two weeks.



Julia "Butterfly" Hill

• (born 1974) is one of the most 
committed environmentalists alive 
today. 

• After nearly dying in an auto accident 
in 1996, she dedicated her life to 
environmental causes. 

• For almost two years, Hill lived in the 
branches of an ancient redwood tree in 
northern California to save it from 
being cut down. 

• She is still involved in environmental 
causes today.



Chico Mendes

• (1944–1988) is best 
known for his 
efforts at saving the 
rainforests of Brazil 
from logging and 
ranching activities.

• Mendes came from 
a family of rubber 
harvesters who 
supplemented their 
income by 
sustainably 
gathering nuts and 
other rainforest 
products. 

• Alarmed at the devastation of 
the Amazon rainforest, he 
helped to ignite international 
support for its preservation.

• His activities, however, drew the 
attention of powerful people 
involved in ranching and timbre. 
Mendes was murdered by cattle 
ranchers at age 44.



Ethical Treatment of Animals

The treatment of animals, or more precisely non-
human animals (for humans are also animals), has 
become a significant issue in environmental ethics for 
two reasons. 



Ethical Treatment of Animals

Firstly, farming of animals for human 
consumption can alter biodiversity
(developing many different animals and 
plant species). Biodiversity is good 
because animals depend on each other in 
the food chain; if there are too many or 
too few, this can upset the balance.

For example, cows excrete methane, which 
is a greenhouse gas. If nobody ate beef, 
then  smaller numbers of cattle would be 
bred and a major source of greenhouse gas 
would therefore be removed. 



Secondly, increasingly people consider 
non-human animals should be treated 
with care and consideration. In the past 
philosophers such as Rene Descartes 
(1596-1650) thought animals had no 
souls or consciousness and were littler 
more than machines. They would 
therefore not be able to feel pain and we 
would be justified in using them as we 
wish. 

Animals have less 
reason than 

man… they have 
none at all.

Many people today think Descartes was 
wrong. Animals do feel pain and so to 
cause an animal unnecessary pain is 
morally wrong. The utilitarian philosopher 
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) famously 
stated about animals: The question is not 
‘Can animal reason?’, not ‘Can they talk?’, 
but ‘Can they suffer?’.

The question is not 
‘Can animals 

reason?’, not ‘Can 
they talk?’, but ‘Can 

they suffer?’.



Ethical Treatment of the Environmental World

• Political Agreements (government level)

1. Montreal Protocol - 1987

2. Kyoto Summit - 1997

3. Copenhagen Summit – December 2009

4. The Paris Agreement – 2016

5. Cop 26 - 2021

At a local level: 

1. Thinking green

2. Conservation organisations such as A Rocha

3. Justdiggit (Africa)



Political Agreements

There have been many political agreements known as summits where political leaders of 
countries have met in order to help conserve the environment.

The Montreal Protocol – 1987 – countries worldwide signed the an agreement to tackle 
ozone depletion. Later changes were made to completely phase out production of CFCs.

The Kyoto Summit – 1997 - set targets to reduce greenhouse gases by 5.2% by 2012. 37 
countries signed up.

The Copenhagen Summit - 2009 - Summit developed the idea of nations coming together 
as a global community in order to tackle global warming effectively. They agreed to keep 
temperature increases below 2 degrees Celsius. 

The Paris Climate Agreement – 2016 - first legally binding international treaty on climate 
change. 196 signed up in November 2016. Its goal is to limit global warming to well below 
2, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

The Glasgow Climate Conference – 2021 – Cop 26 aimed to reach zero emissions by 2050. 
It also involved reducing the use of coal, giving poorer countries money so that they can 
use clean energy. The biggest producers of CO2 emissions (USA and China) agreed to lower 
methane emissions and switch to clean energy. 



Helping the environment at a local level
Think green – all the things each household can do to help the 
environment e.g. switch off lights not in use, use the car less to 
limit emissions, use solar power, do not use plastic bags, 
recycling.

Think Green!

A Rocha runs community-based practical 
conservation projects around the world. They focus 
on resolving issues that threaten ecosystems and the 
diversity of their flora and fauna. A Rocha projects 
have included: 1) Reducing human–wildlife conflict in 
India, notably with elephants and leopards. 2) Setting 
up private or public parks and reserves in Kenya.

Justdiggit uses the power of nature to help cool down the 
planet and turn areas of dry soil back into areas of green 
vegetation. They dig to form water holes that brings dry 
unused, soil back to life. 

https://www.arocha.org/en


Theology



The first responses: Adam and Eve; The Fall
Genesis 2

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD God made the earth 

and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung up, for 

the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams[b] came 

up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the LORD God formed a man[c] from the 

dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.8

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 

formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye 

and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The 

name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of 

that land is good; aromatic resin[d] and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it 

winds through the entire land of Cush.[e] 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side 

of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. 16

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-36a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-37b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-38c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-43d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-44e


The first responses: Adam and Eve; The Fall
And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly 
die.”18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”19 Now 
the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to 
the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its 
name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.But for 
Adam[f] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 
was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[g] and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God 
made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-51f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-52g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202:4-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-53h


The first responses: Adam and Eve; The Fall
Genesis 3 The Fall

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat 
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and 
made coverings for themselves.
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?”
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 
from?”
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”



The first responses: Adam and Eve; The Fall
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

• “Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals!

You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.

15 And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring[a] and hers;

he will crush[b] your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

• 16 To the woman he said,

• “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labor you will give birth to children.

Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-71a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-71b


The first responses: Adam and Eve; The Fall
• 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded 

you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

• “Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food

until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;

for dust you are
and to dust you will return.”

• 20 Adam[c] named his wife Eve,[d] because she would become the mother of all the living.

• 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, 
“The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his 
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the 
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed 
on the east side[e] of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the 
way to the tree of life.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-76c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-76d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=GENESIS+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-80e


The first responses: Cain and Abel
Genesis 4

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from 
the LORD.

2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground.

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto 
the LORD.

4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had 
respect unto Abel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance 
fell.

6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And 
unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.



The first responses: Cain and Abel
Genesis 4

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's 
keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's 
blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a 
vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; 
and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that 
findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.



Responses to God: Abraham
Genesis 22

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his 
son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay 
here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”



Responses to God: Abraham
Genesis 22

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went 
on together.

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He 
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the 
knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you 
have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram[a] caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and 
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this 
day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares 
the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will 
take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring[b] all nations on earth will be 
blessed,[c] because you have obeyed me.”

19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.
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